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Say Yes! to Kids projects are all different, but they
share a common goal: to imagine more and to put
that imagination into action to grow a brighter
future for young people.

Since 2011 the Anglican Foundation of Canada
(AFC) has awarded more than $1.5 million in
youth-focused grants across Canada.

Dr. Scott Brubacher, Executive Director

Across the Canadian church,
there are seeds of ministry
waiting to be sown, green
shoots taking root, and
others growing stronger
every day. They all need lifegiving water to flourish
where they have been
planted: serving young
people in their communities
and energizing our church.

In 2021 alone, after the launch of Say Yes! to
Kids, AFC granted an astonishing $470,000 in
funding to 79 grant recipients. All the projects
were different, but they shared a common
goal: to imagine more and to put that
imagination into action to grow a brighter
future for young people, today.
In 2022 we are taking the next step in igniting
a nationwide movement for children, youth,
and young adults. By working in partnership
with churches across Canada through Say Yes!
to Kids, we will lead a national peer-to-peer
fundraiser to create a sustainable, abundant,
source of funding for youth-focused ministry.
To the people of St. St. Mark's Anglican
Church in London, please accept my thanks
for joining us on the Say Yes! to Kids
journey. We wish you great success with
this year's campaign.
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Located in East London, St. Mark’s is a church that serves a culturally and economically diverse
neighborhood. Our children, youth and family outreach activities aspire to reflect God’s infinite
generosity and our genuine desire to create a space where young people feel accepted, supported,
and celebrated, just as they are.

Called to serve our extended parish family
Many programs and events at St. Mark’s are
offered at little or no cost and are often well
received by people who appreciate having a
safe, welcoming, and affordable place to
gather. Prior to the pandemic, our family and
youth gatherings—Halloween Party, Pride BBQ,
Spring BBQ and games event—would regularly
draw between 50 and 80 people who we
consider part of our extended parish family.

Growing youth leadership skills
One of our more recent youth-focused
strategies has been to create vocational
opportunities for young people. By providing
paid employment in a variety of roles, young
people at St. Mark's can gain valuable job skills
and some have emerged as next generation
leadership candidates, having joined our Parish
Council through these leader-in-training
opportunities.

Expanding our music outreach
St. Mark's is now expanding our music
outreach through a new children's choir. We
have app. 7 children participating and door-todoor invitations to others in the
neighbourhood will help to grow this group.
With the paid support of a music student from
Western University, these children have access
to a high-quality arts enrichment program,
close to home and at no cost.
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Many young people in our neighbourhood experience barriers to accessing music and arts
enrichment. For some private lessons are unaffordable, for others, programs are located too far away.
The Say Yes! to Kids campaign will provide the funding needed to expand our program: sharing a
wealth of music resources—through our people and our traditions—for the benefit of our community.

Arts-oriented Vocational Opportunities
With God’s help, and the generosity of our
parishioners and friends, our children’s choir
will be just the beginning. St. Mark's is
planning to partner with our local high school
and grow our capacity to provide honoraria to
student musicians, inviting them to join our
music ministry in a variety of ways.

Growing a healthy, sustainable program
While the paid support of a music student from
Western University will be the cornerstone of
our expanded music program, proceeds from
Say Yes! to Kids will also enable St. Mark's to
update the electrical system to support a
keyboard in the sanctuary, and to invest in a
new keyboard for choir practice, robes for the
junior choir, an updated music license, and
other supports.

Engaging hearts and minds
Being in a choir teaches young people how to
work with others. Music encourages problemsolving, appreciation of art and history, and
emotional maturity. Even more dramatic than
these benefits, though is the big picture for St.
Mark's: Our outreach through music
communicates the gospel in ways that words
alone cannot capture, imprinting in our hearts
and minds the messages that sustain us in life.
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For every $10 donated to our parish campaign, $4 will be shared between youth-focused ministry
at the diocesan and national levels. This year's Say Yes! to Kids partners are:

Camp Huron: Enjoy wonder of creation!
“In 1946 Anglicans with a vision set apart Camp Huron as a
joy-filled place for children and youth to live and play
together, learn, grow, and develop leadership skills, all
while immersed in the beauty and wonder of creation.

The Rt. Rev. Todd Townshend
Bishop of Huron

Proceeds from this year’s Say Yes! to Kids campaign will
support camp improvements for the 2022 and 2023
seasons which include a dining hall refresh, and the
introduction of an Astro Hut dark sky viewing area to
accommodate a high-quality telescope donated to the
camp by the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
Kitchener-Waterloo Chapter.
I am deeply grateful to the people of St. George's, London
for your support for Camp Huron and for your leadership
in this Say Yes! To Kids initiative.”

National Partners: Support for Indigenous Youth
"We believe Indigenous youth across Canada have a
unique ability to help point the way forward for our
church: creating greater openness, and reclaiming
Indigenous culture and traditions and further integrating
them into the life of our church.

The Most Rev. Linda Nicholls
Primate, Anglican Church of Canada
Chair, AFC Board of Directors

The Anglican Foundation of Canada will build on its long
history of support for Indigenous-focused initiatives.
Working through national partners—including the
Primate’s World Relief & Development Fund, and the
Anglican Church of Canada—we will fund Indigenous
youth initiatives that are national in scope, and that
complement the transformational work being done at
both the local and diocesan levels."
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At St. Mark's we are not alone. By joining the Say Yes! to Kids movement, we are among an
increasing number of Anglican churches nationwide embracing creative, compassionate, youthfocused ministries.
Through youth drop-in centres, education enrichment programs, a renewed emphasis on
hospitality, seasonal camps, weekend retreats, music clubs, hot lunch programs and more, Say Yes!
to Kids grant recipients are growing a brighter future for young people. These are just some of the
Say Yes! to Kids impact zones:

RESILIENCE & MENTAL

FAITH FORMATION

ALLEVIATING HUNGER

HEALTH

& POVERTY

EDUCATION

CAPACITY BUILDING

ENRICHMENT

FOR YOUTH MINISTRY

OUTDOOR RECREATION

INDIGENOUS

ARTS & MUSIC

CLIMATE CARE

MINISTRIES
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After ten years of funding for impact in youth-focused ministry and outreach, the Anglican
Foundation of Canada has learned that churches and dioceses know how to show up for young
people. We possess the creativity and innovation to imagine more. What we need is to be
resourced faithfully and abundantly. Through Say Yes! to Kids, we can participate in a nationwide
team effort that will help us raise more money than we could ever hope to raise alone. With
God's help we will:

See the big picture

Change the conversation

Strengthen funding for local, regional,
and national ministries while also
growing awareness about the ways in
which the church is taking collective
responsibility—at all levels—for
ministering to children, youth, and
young adults.

Gradually change the conversation and
the culture, growing a brighter future for
young people that includes the
abundant resources required to truly
make them a mission priority: in
principle and in practice.

Provide sustainable funding

Energize the church

Provide seed funding to those who
are branching out, and sustainable
funding to those who are thriving.
Say Yes! to Kids will play a leadership
role in securing an engaging vision for
ministry within reach of every young
Canadian.

Witness the flourishing of youth-focused
initiatives here at home and across the
Canadian church—feeling renewed with
hope and joy and energized for ministry
in all areas of our common life.
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Every donation to Say Yes! to Kids will grow a brighter future for children, youth, and young
adults today. Please reach out to a member of our campaign team or visit our online
fundraising page to learn more about how you can support this year's Say Yes! to Kids
campaign for St. Mark's London.

The Rev. Andra O'Neill
Priest-in-charge
St. Mark's Anglican Church, London
Phone: (519) 455-8160
Email: andraoneill@diohuron.org

Diane Dance
Diocesan Representative for Huron
Anglican Foundation of Canada
Phone: (519) 868-8312
Email: d.dance@sympatico.ca
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